
Goodness: the quality of moral ex-
cellence; especially as a quality that is 
not stagnant, but actively working it-
self out. 

Where kindness speaks more to the 
character of an individual, goodness 
addresses the behavior of a person.  
It seems to me that when people 
defend someone as being 
ñgood at heart; really,ò 
it is because current 
behavior suggests 
otherwise.  While 
that may be, in re-
gards to the poten-
tial for acting good, 
Biblically speaking, 
ñ...every good tree 
bears good fruité.ò 

The Complete Word Study Dic-
tionary of the New Testament 
reminds us that there may be a 
distinction between what a per-
son thinks is good for him, and 
what actually is good.  
ñ[Goodness] does not spare 

sharpness and rebuke to cause good in 
others.ò  Thus, a rebuke, correction, or 
discipline may be necessary and good.  
Goodness may include what we term 
ñtough-love.ò  For instance, when Jesus 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers in the temple, He did not 
cease to be good. 

Good Behavior 

For the most part, we know 
the good we ought to do.  
Help those who need help, 
especially those who have 
no one else to rely on, 
such as widows and or-
phans.  Encourage the dis-
couraged, share with those 

who lack, encourage peace 
(without compromise), obey God, 

respect those in authority, control your 
temper, keep your word, love your ene-
mies, and make disciples of all nations.  
Read Matthew 5-7 for further teaching 
from Jesus in this regard.  Or, put on 
your steel-toed boots and study the 
book of James.   

John Wesley had this for his rule of life: ñDo all the good you can, By all 
the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, At all 
the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.ò 
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        The good  
    person out of the  
 good treasure of his heart 
produces good, and the evil 
person out of his evil treasure    
 produces evil, for out of the  
  abundance of the heart his  
      mouth speaks.  
             Luke 6:45 



09:35 Chairman Terry Auten called meet-
ing to order. All elders are present: Terry 
Auten, Pastor Ben, Alvin Wilke and Don 
Gardner. Deacon Bruce Robinson also 
present.  Corporate prayer followed. 

09:50 Minutes of previous meeting read 
and approved. 

09:57 Financial report given by Terry. 

10:08 New memberôs class.  Starting the 
first full week of March on Tuesday eve-
nings.  Ben and Don.  Begins at 6:00 pm. 
In the church office. 

10:15 Purge of membership.   

10:17 Agenda for the Annual meeting on 2
-22-15.  Terry and Ben to finalize.   

10:30 Don is to prepare the ballots for the 
annual meeting. 

10:37 Calendar for upcoming events such 
as the game nights every other month.  
Church picnic, all church activities, etc. 

10:47 Ben and Michelleôs big move on 
Saturday, Feb. 28. 

10:57 Pastorôs report, etc.   

11:23 Ben made a motion to adjourn, Al-
vin seconded.  Motion passed.   

11:26 Ben closed in prayer. 

 

Submitted by: Don Gardner Sec 

 1 John 3:16-18 sets a high stand-
ard explaining:  

ñBy this we know love, that he laid 
down his life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the broth-
ers. 

17
But if anyone has the worldôs 

goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against 
him, how does Godôs love abide in 

him? 
18

 Little children,  
let us not love in word or talk 
but in deed and in truth.ò  

Morally Good 

As with kindness, good-
ness is more than ac-
tions; it is the outpour-
ing of the inner charac-
ter.  Goodness may be 
counterfeited so that we 
may describe a non-
Christian as good 
(sometimes even more 
good than those who 
profess Christ).  Similarly, I can put 
on my ñgood-Christian-maskò while 
at church or around other believ-
ers, all the while harboring selfish 

thoughts or ill-will 
in my heart.  A 
rich man came to 
Jesus claiming to 
be righteous, but 
being unwilling to 
place God before 
his wealth, Jesus 
found him  

wanting.   

You see, itôs not each other that 
we need to convince.  Goodness is 
measured by God against the 
standard of Jesus Christ.  We can-
not be or do good according to that 
standard on our own.  Only by sur-
rendering to the Spirit of God with-
in us can we be morally good.  On-
ly then can we act out the good He 
wants.  So surrender, and so act. 

~Pastor Ben 

2/22/2015  

¶ Feb offering: $6,336. 

¶ Monthly Budget: $6,587 

¶ Building Fund: $50,820. 

(up $1,620) 

 

òNot that I seek the gift 

itself, but I seek for the 

profit which increases to 

your account.ó  

Phil 4:17 



Checks and Balance   

Resources abound to aide us in the study of Godôs Word.  That being 

the case, we must be cautious of falling into one of two extremes.  

     Just the Bible:  The first extreme sounds pious in that it 

claims Scripture alone is sufficient.  I agree to a point.  Scripture is 

our authority and teaches us all we need to become mature and com-

plete, lacking in nothing.  We need no other book of revelation con-

cerning God; no other testament of Jesus Christ.  But we do need 

help understanding the Scripture God has inspired. 

In that is the value of other books, resources, and teachers.  Like the 

Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39), we need Philips to explain the 

Word of God.  What is more, being separated from the original writing 

by time, language, culture, and geography, we sometimes lack the 

context to properly interpret what we read.  Sure, you could go to Is-

rael, Egypt, Turkey, etc., learn the original language, study archaeol-

ogy, and research the history of the passages yourself, but, for most 

of us, that just isnôt within our grasp.   

God has, however, provided another option in gifting people who 

specialize in these areas, who then share their findings with us. We 

have within our reach the combined knowledge of countless men and 

women over thousands of years of history.  What an advantage God 

has afforded us! 

     Leave it to the Professionals: A temptation result, which must 

be resisted.  In the virtual presence of such great scholars we may 

feel incompetent to understand Godôs Word and therefore leave it to 

the professionals.  While they have much to offer by way of help, 

donôt rely on them to do your work for you.  It is both helpful for you to 

wrestle with the text yourself and it is your responsibility to study and 

to rightly divide the Word of Truth (2Tim. 2:15).   

Practically speaking, go to the Bible first. Next use study aides (such 

as word studies, Bible Handbooks for historical and cultural context,  

and concordances for related passages).  After that you can turn to 

commentaries and similar books which offer another manôs conclu-

sions.  This offers an accountability to the text.  Itôs ok to conclude 

contrary to a scholar, but know why you disagree.  I also encour-

age caution when you ñseeò things no one else does in the 

text or donôt see what respected scholars do. 

                                              Next Time: ñGive Me The Tools!ò    

Every word of God 

proves true; 

he is a shield to those 

who take refuge in him. 

Do not add to his words, 

lest he rebuke you and 

you be found a liar.  

Proverbs 30:5-6 

ñAll Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.ò  2 Timothy 3:16-17 



>>Missions 

>>Easter Celebrations 

>>Loving Memory 

>>Kids Talk 

We affirm that God's love and offer of redemption extend to all the peoples of the earth.  It is His supreme de-

sire to make disciples of His Son, Jesus, among all peoples of the world and to see His Church established 

among every tribe, tongue, and race.  

David & Ashley Petersen 

Mission Aviation Fellowship 

ñOur main purpose for being here in Albertville, 

France is to learn French as best we can in order 

to have a ñstepping stoneò language to communi-

cate with the people of Congo upon arriving.  I 

say stepping stone language as we will need to 

learn Swahili as soon as we get there.  Swahili is 

more of the heart language in the area. 

Upon starting classes here in Albertville, I (Dave) 

was placed in the A2 class to start as I grew up with 

some French in Burkina Faso.  Ashley was placed 

in the beginner A1 class.  Fast forward a couple 

months and we both passed our first set of lan-

guage level tests to prove completion of the lev-

els.  We have three sets  of  tests during our time 

here and each set consists of  written production, 

reading comprehension, oral comprehension, and 

oral production.  I am now part of the way through 

the B1.1 class and Ashley is doing home-study for 

this trimester in order to take care of new baby Dan-

iel James (more on that to follow). 

On December 21st at 00:24 in the morning we had 

an extra special early Christmas present.  Ashley 

gave birth to baby Daniel James Petersen in a birth pool in our living 

room in front of the Christmas tree.  The delivery was quick and both ba-

by and mom are now doing great (despite the lack of sleep as is to be ex-

pected haha).  

2014 has been a year of huge changes and 2015 looks like it will be 

equally interesting.  In just five short months we should be arriving in 

Congo after having been in training for the past nine years.  Thank you so 

much to each one of you who has made this all possible.  We look for-

ward to sharing the journey ahead.ò 

David and Ashley and Daniel 

Ashley meets once or twice a week to 
study French and English reciprocally 
with a lady named Marie who she met 

in the local Market. 

Dave, bringing home  
a Christmas tree  

Daniel James Petersen 
December 21st, 2014 

Overlooking Albertville, France 



Thank you for standing with us in the gap, through 

your faithful prayers and financial support. We thank 

the Lord for blessing us by your faithfulness to Him 

and to us. By grace alone, Bruce and Lynda  

Wheth-
er many or 

few, we love our kids 
and want to see them mature, becoming active followers of Je-
sus Christ.  Toward that end we offer Sunday School, Chil-
drenôs Church, and Nursery, providing age appropriate, 
interactive teaching for those little oneôs entrusted to our care. 
Pray for: more children, more teachers/leaders/caretakers,  
and for effective communication of Godôs Word for maximum 
understanding and impact. 

Rejoice With Us! 
Of immeasurable value is the death and resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus Christ who was crucified for 

the sins of the world but raised victorious over the 

grave.  This we celebrate during the upcoming Easter 

season beginning with Palm Sunday, March 29
th
, up 

through Easter day, April 5
th
.   

Participate by attending, helping with setup/cleanup, 

and by sharing your talents with us through song, po-

em, Scripture reading, or personal testimony. 

Eileen Natile (Dickey) Arnold, 76, passed away at her Bayview, Idaho, home of 27 

years after a long battle with cancer.  

Eileen was born April 26, 1938, in Flint, Mich., to Jim and Louise Dickey. She married 

in November of 1956, becoming Mrs. John Arnold, and they shared 58 years together 

living between Bayview and Wellton, Ariz. 

Absent from the Body,  
Present with the Lord 

In Loving Memory 

Pray for the Morocks 
¶ Spiritual Emphasis Camp (2/28 - 3/6) 

* For the students and the staff who will at-

tend (around 325 expected between two 

camps) 

* For God to speak to the hearts of these 

young people to draw them to know Him 

intimately. 

¶ Puebla Ladies Retreat (following weekend) 

* That all will be refreshed in the Word and 

encouraged to draw nearer to the Lord Je-

sus Christ. 
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